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AUTUMN HARVEST P4

Families flock to pumpkin fest
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Bumper crop of pumpklns

KRISTY BROWMNLEE, 24 HOURS —
Since Tam Andersen was a
child, she has grown pump-
kins.

Now the Bon Accord horti-
culturist surrounds herself
with the orange squashon a
full-zeale family farm — har-
vesting 7,000 pumpkins this
year alone.

“T've taken it to the next
level, They're big and glorious.
It’s a hoot connecting with
(my) childhood.” said Ander-
sen, owner of Praire Gardens
& Greenhouses in Bon Accord,
25 lam north of Edmonton.

To coincide with the har-
vest, the Andersen family
kicked off their 14th annual
Haunted Pumpkin Festival
this month.

The farm vields 26 pump-
kin varieties on seven acres.

some have goose bumps
speckled on them, others are
ghostly white and some are
blue.
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Gabrielle Gow searches through pumpkins for sale at the Prairie Gardens

and Greenhouses Haunted Pumpkin Festival near Bon Accord yesterday.

“They are warty super
freaks,” Andersen, 47, said yes-
terday of the bumpy pump-
kins.

Northern Alberta doesn’t
offerideal conditions for grow-
ing pumpking due to short
summers and cold nights, said
Andersen.

Only selected pumpkin va-
rieties that mature quickly can

be grovm due to the province’s
short season.

“Tt takes all summer,” said
Andersen.

At the festival, people pay
$2 to see a soccer-ball sized
pumpkin fired up to 300 me-
trez out of a cannon, with pro-
ceeds going to the Youth Emer-
gency Shelter Society.

The fair runs until Nowv. 1.



